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was convinced that a military defeat of Russia would unleash a revolution "which would make the Paris commune appear mere child's play." Giers, moreover, displayed a sense of reality and freedom from dogmatism; a proponent of close ties with Germany he led Russia, although not without hesitation and misgivings, along the road of the Franco-Russian rapprochement when the hostile attitude of Berlin forced St. Petersburg to seek new allies.
The principal developments in Russian foreign relations under Alexander III were the renewal of the "three emperors' league/* the conflict with England in central Asia, the Bulgarian crisis, the termination of the Russo-German alliance, and the conclusion of the alliance with France. The revival of the alliance of Austria, Germany, and Russia (June 18, 1881, N.S.) 21 marked not only the end of Russia's political isolation resulting from the War of 1877-1878 but also the at least temporary renunciation by St. Petersburg of the nationalistic program which Ignatev had endeavored to impose upon Turkey and Europe at San Stefano. Under the terms of the secret treaty of June 18 the contracting parties bound themselves, in case one of them became involved in a war with a fourth great Power, to maintain towards their belligerent ally a policy of benevolent neutrality and to work for the localization of the conflict. The above provision was to apply to a war between one of the signatory Powers and Turkey, provided the three courts had agreed in advance "concerning the results of such a war77 (Article I). St. Petersburg, Berlin, and Vienna undertook to coordinate their respective interests in the Balkans, Russia promising specifically to respect the new position created for Austria by the Treaty of Berlin. No modifications of the territorial status quo in the Ottoman empire were to be tolerated (ne pourront saccomplir) except by agreement of the three imperial courts (Article II). The signatory Powers confirmed their adherence to the principle of the closure of the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles, as defined by the Russian representative at the Congress of Berlin on July 12,22 and bound themselves to warn the Porte, when circumstances warranted such action, that an infraction of the above rule would be regarded as a casus belli by the injured party (Id pdrtie lesee) and would abrogate the guarantees of territorial integrity secured for the Ottoman empire by the Treaty of Berlin (Article III). A protocol attached to the treaty amplified the
21 See p. 1027.